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Please find below a communication from the EXAMINER in charge of this application 

Commissioner of Patents 

1 . A reference relevant to the examination of this application may soon become available. Ex parte 
prosecution is SUSPENDED FOR A PERIOD OF 6 (SIX) MONTHS from the date of this letter. Upon 
expiration of the period of suspension, applicant should make an inquiry as to the status of the application. 

Advisory Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be 
directed to Prema Mertz whose telephone number is (703) 308-4229. The examiner can normally be reached 
on Monday-Friday from 7:00AM to 3:30PM (Eastern time). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Yvonne 
Eyler, can be reached on (703) 308-6564. 

Official papers filed by fax should be directed to (703) 305-3014 or (703 308-4242. Faxed draft or 
informal communications with the examiner should be directed to (703) 746-5300. 

Communications via Internet e-mail regarding this application, other than those under 35 U.S.C. 1 32 
or which otherwise require a signature, may be used by the applicant and should be addressed to 
[yvonne .ey ler@uspto . gov] . 

All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record in the application file. PTO employees 
do not engage in Internet communications where there exists a possibility that sensitive information could 
be identified or exchanged unless the record includes a properly signed express waiver of the confidentiality 
requirements of 35 U.S.C. 122. This is more clearly set forth in the Interim Internet Usage Policy published 
in the Official Gazette of the Patent and Trademark Office on February 25, 1997 at 1 195 OG 89. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 

Prema Mertz Ph.D. 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1646 
January 24, 2003 



